Living with wildlife Pamphlet

What is a Living with Wildlife Pamphlet?

A booklet style pamphlet for new and current residents that provides information on the natural history and behaviour of wildlife residents, the hazards that they face from human activity and what can be done to minimise that impact. 

Why is it needed?

People move to forested areas, such as the Wombat Forest, because they enjoy the natural bush habitat and are often seeking a lifestyle that brings them closer to nature. Taking up residence in areas that are home to other indigenous inhabitants, native wildlife, brings with it a unique set of circumstances for human and wildlife to interact and impact upon each others lifestyles. Unfortunately for the wildlife these impacts are often lethal to individuals and can lead to the long term deterioration of the health and viability of species. Many of these impacts may not be readily observed by the human residents. On the other hand, humans may experience irritation and disruption of lifestyle projects from natural wildlife behaviour.

Steps can be taken to minimise conflict and negative impact on wildlife and humans. Most situations arise from human ignorance of wildlife behaviour and knowledge of what wildlife actually lives around them and what those animals need to continue to live in a healthy and safe environment. 

What does the pamphlet hope to achieve?

Enhance the experience of human residents living amongst wildlife and foster a sense of inclusion of wildlife in the larger community and thus provide wildlife with the opportunity to continue to thrive in their own native habitat.

Provide human residents with information on the natural history and lifestyle requirements of wildlife so that they can understand what they observe wildlife doing around their property. For example - Why do multiple echidnas gather underneath a house and dig night and day for a week? This is part of echidna mating rituals and the underneath of a house can be an ideal environment for that particular echidna behaviour.

Increase awareness of the impacts that ordinary human activities can have on wildlife and to provide strategies that can minimise or eliminate these impacts. For example – a compost heap provides an ideal environment for ground nesting Pardalotes who tunnel into the heap to make their nests and raise their chicks. In Spring people often catastrophically disturb these nests when they dig up the compost. People need to know to look for these nests and to avoid destroying them until the chicks are fledged.

Provide people with information on how to recognise wildlife is in need of assistance and how they can go about providing that assistance. For example – A koala is observed sitting all day at the base of a tree. This is not normal behaviour and a wildlife emergency rescue line should be called to arrange assessment of the koala and to provide appropriate care.

Using Koalas as an example 
People may observe a koala taking up residence in a particular tree at a particular time each year. There may be several reasons for this – it may be at a change in season and at that time of the season that particular tree is very tasty and desirable. A Koala can sit in the tree for days or even weeks feasting on just the one tree. If the tree is small and not very leafy, the koala may actually be injured and need in of assessment by a trained wildlife rescuer. If there is a lot of koala grunting and screaming around the property then it may be in the area for mating. Keeping a natural history diary will help you to recognise what the koala may be up. You can take photos of the koala to see if it is the same koala returning every year. Go online and see if anyone else in your street has seen this koala and learn where and how the koala may be moving.

When putting up a fence observe if it appears to run between stands of trees or if it runs through bushland. Fences act as significant barriers to wildlife and you may be erecting a fence right across generational pathways of a number of wildlife species. You will need to ensure your fence complies with (biodiversity protection standards). For Koalas this may mean either large wooden posts incorporated into the fence so that koalas can use them to climb over the fence, or lifting the fence 20 cm off the ground. 

When deciding where to build an enclosure for a dog, try not to include eucalypt trees in the confines of the enclosure or build a floppy fence on top of the enclosure that prevents a koala from climbing in. Koalas have no predator awareness and will climb into dog enclosures in order to reach a favoured food or perching tree. Many koalas are attacked by dogs in his way. Never allow your dogs to patrol or roam free at night.

To encourage koalas to visit your yard and to provide them with extended habitat, you can plant particular species of eucalypts that they like to eat. (List) Think about planting them in a way that could connect other stands of eucalypts. Koalas also like to eat the moist moss and Lichens that are found on the moist shaded side of trees. Consider planting a variety of native shrubs and grasses that will encourage a more moist environment in which will encourage moss and lichens to colonise.

At the change of seasons animals move around more and Koalas are no exception. Koalas have a home territory (size) in which they can stay their whole lives. This home territory will cross over with other koala territories. Young male Koalas under the age of three may be vagabond until they decide on establishing a home territory. Koalas hate moving out of their territory and find it extremely stressful if they are moved for any reason. Relocation often leads to an inability to thrive and to their death. Even when a forest has been burnt and there is no food, koalas will return to their territory and sit in their naked trees.

As with any animal, a koala may inhabit a particular part of their territory at a particular time of year depending on what its food resources are doing. Apparently eucalyptus leaves taste differently at different times of year. Of course different types of eucalypt species have different flavours – try it yourself. Do a taste test on a variety of different types of eucalypts and you’ll be surprised at the 

Project equipment.

This project requires research and consultation with community members to ensure we correctly identify the major issues arising and discover what innovations people have enlisted to cope with certain animal behaviour without causing more problems for the wildlife. Eg: fencing design. 

The construction of the pamphlet and printing will be undertaken by local businesses.
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